
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

7S Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

November 30, 2009 

Dear Communjty M.ember: . c. ,.' 

· In December 2008, an EPA. (act sheet anpounced the availa\JiHty of the TeGlmical Assistance 
Services for Conµnunilf¢.'$ (TASC) progqun for its work at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL ). The. TASC is . funded afig, iµ~aged under a national iP A contract, and provides an 
independent environmet1tal expert . to assist the community .to up4erst@d/ EPA's work and 
provide i:nput into the process. · 

Initially, two groups made fonn.aJ expression.s of intere$t in receiving TASC services, followed 
iater ·by a tbi.rq ,. grqup. Through niµn~rous ·disc~ssions with various active members of the 
community, EPA le~ed thi!t tp~.r~was opposition to TASC. . . . . . . . . -
On May27, 2.Q09, aTASC info~ational meeting was attended by a TASC contractor and many 
COJllll1:llQity·me~~:er~. )Yhs> :expressed strongly-he}~ opposing viewpoints'. While some attendees 
supported ·rAsC'.~~ wJitil~t;l to receiye TA.SC service$, oth~rs·were .Qpposed to TASC being 
made.avaih1bJ~J?, at1Y, gf.otip ... · . · · · ·· · · · 

. : . . \ . . . . '····· ' 

S_ome a~~Wd~~ q~~~tionf~:tµe JA~G ·prog.r.@l's.~pi\ify to_:~ri..~ :~jn~epi::nd~l)t \~chnical ad\risor 
sufficiently qu~li.fi.~<ttorevi~w (he.Jiighly techni.cal r~djoJcigjc.~fdocum~n.ts. O~h~rs claimed that 

- · the _exi~triig SSFL ;nit~'ia.$~~~y·W9_r.~gro~p was suffi~ien.~ to pi¢e( thefr need~ <Uld protested ·ihe 
·. additional m~etings, they WC>'J.ld.·h'~\ielo . .attepd. Some. ~ere ,c6nce(n_~ th~t T ASC would not be _ 
_ focused ·on· ... EPA'.':sc· \Ybt.k .. but · .oil' loiig-debated sources of the origin~! contamination and 
.ch .. llenges abotit claim~(!_p~~i-h~a~th ill)p~cts. .. . 

EPA 'sp·e.~t c~n.si<J~r".ble 'µ~(j~ns.iq~rihg all _of the coriµnents received .at t!!e infonnationat' 
. . · Iilee!fng, and· t~Q~~ pp~~#.A~l!(~d}lirect C~?versatio~~- ~PA att~tnpted to _find a process to • 

· provide T AS:C se.rv!<::¢"S th~t W~$-.PJ~l1rls1v~ .of vanoµs perspectives while a.ddre$§lpg concerns. 

B.~~d_,qn sign,i.ft:ianfoppositioftrTASC,.EPA Region l)(hai ~iciqt:d noi'to provide TASC 
. servid~s ftir 'it~ ra~f9logt~~Ij µryey:w<?,r~ at t~~ SSFL,_ a~, the pr~s~Iit ~ime . .EJ> A remains open to 

providing TA~C _i~fyic~lJfru(appr-0pri~t~ process can be esfatili~IJ,¢d or potentially folded into 
.the ·publfc' participiltioQ efforts of the State agency that has· le~d respo_nsibility for the cleanup, 
DtSC. . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on ex:tended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, · 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
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